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MAHATMA GANDHI'S WARNING TO SATYAGRAHIS AND SYMPATHIZERS
On Friday evening the 12th day2 of April, 1919, on the Chawpati sea
beach, Mahatma Gandhi sounded the following note of warning to satyagrahis
and sympathizers assembled in a mass meeting:
BROTHERS AND SISTERS,
This is not the moment for me to enter into the near past.
I must refer to what has just happened. As you see I have been
set free by the Government. The two days5 detention was no deten-
tion for me. It was like heavenly bliss. The officials in charge of
me were all attention and all kindness to me. Whatever I needed
was supplied to me, and I was afforded greater comforts than I
am used to when free. I have not been able to understand so much
excitement and disturbance that followed my detention. It is not
satyagraha. It is worse than duragraha3.
Those who join satyagraha demonstration are bound at all hazards to
refrain from violence, not to throw stones or in any way whatsoever
to injure anybody. But in Bombay, we have been throwing stones.
We have obstructed tram-cars by putting obstacles in the way. This
is not satyagraha.
We have demanded the release of about 50 men who have
been arrested for committing deeds of violence. Our duty is quiet-
ly to submit to being arrested, // is a breach of religion or duty to
endeavour to secure the release of those who have committed deeds of vio-
lence. We are not therefore justified on any grounds whatsoever for
demanding the release of those who have been arrested. .
I have been asked whether a satyagrahi is liable for the
results that follow from that movement. I have replied that
they are. I therefore wish to suggest that if we cannot conduct
this movement without the slightest violence from our side, the
movement might have to be abandoned or it may be necessary
to give it a different and still more restricted shape. The time may
come for me to offer satyagraha against ourselves.
1 The original has "Satyagraha Series".   For Satyagraha Leaflet No. 1,
vide  Appendix II and for No. 2 vide "The Vow of Hindu-Muslim Unity",
8-4-1919.
2 Obviously a slip for 1 Ith5 which was a Friday.
3 Opposite of satyagraha